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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
1.       Flooding

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
The floods that are impacting so many of our members hit home for qldwater last week.  While our staff are thankfully all OK, most of us have been involved in clean-up efforts and in supporting family and friends who have been directly affected.  Our office was out of action for a few days with a foot of water through the bottom floor at Local Government House. While we have been able to maintain phone contact with members, our email system was down for a few days and we apologise to those this has inconvenienced. We are now all back-on-deck at the office. 

As everyone who has been watching the media releases or television will be aware the State’s flood response has expanded greatly over the past week. A Commission of Inquiry has been called with an interim report due this August and a final response due in January next year. Interestingly, the Premier has stated categorically that the election will not be called until next year to allow for rebuilding efforts.

Importantly, the LGAQ has had some success in negotiating concessions on Natural Disaster Relief and Recovery Arrangements (NDRRA) for “Special Circumstances” which can exclude cost recovery arrangements. This is critical for the Queensland water industry because water supply and sewerage are regarded as “trading undertakings” which are excluded. LGAQ are currently negotiating waiving of this exclusion because of ‘exceptional circumstances’ to allow Water Service Providers impacted by floods to access the much needed funding. For more information on the NDRRA see http://www.disaster.qld.gov.au/publications/pdf/QLD%20Disaster%20Relief%20Recovery%20Arrangements%20Guidelines%202009-2010.pdf.

The IPWEAQ is involved in a national engineering meetings coordinating requested assistance for their members affected by flooding. If your organisation is seeking support of this kind please contact Suzanna Barnes-Gillard (SBarnes-Gillard@ipweaq.asn.au) with the following information:

· What work do you need done?

· What skills do you need?

· How many people required?

· When do you need them?

· For how long?

As always, if you need further information or wish to discuss flooding impacts on water infrastructure and services in your area contact Rob Fearon (0428 300 208, rfearon@qldwater.com.au).

 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
2.       Staff Movements

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Kelly Fergusson, the qldwater project officer for the Water Skills Formation Strategy left qldwater in December to take up nursing training this year. We wish Kelly all success in her new career. Michelle Hill is taking over the roles previously led by Kelly in the short term.

Greg Oliver who was General Manager, Urban Water at the Department of Environment and Resource Management (DERM) moved on from the Department in December. Many members will know Greg as driving force in developing the joint MoA among qldwater, LGAQ and DERM, supporter of the Water Skills Strategy and participant in the 2010 qldwater Treatment Plant Tour.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
3.       Water Papers for the IPWEAQ State Conference

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
The IPWEAQ 2011 State Conference is to be held at the Brolga Riverside Theatre and Convention Centre in Maryborough on Tuesday 4th October – Friday 7th October 2011. In view of the hectic pace caused by floods in many areas, the submission of synopses for Water papers at the conference has been extended to 17th February 2011.

qldwater sponsors an annual award for the best water paper at this conference, and encourages submission of papers for the water sessions at the conference. At this early stage the synopsis can be broad. The timing is not good, but updates on progress following flooding will be a topic of interest to all attendees.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
4.       Postponement of BoM Water Reporting Workshop on 31 January

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
The Bureau of Meteorology has contacted all “named persons” (under the Commonwealth Water Act) in Queensland about a workshop planned for Monday 31 January to discuss upcoming changes to the Water Regulations and the new Metadata Schedules being developed. In consideration of the impact of recent floods the Queensland workshop has now been postponed with a new date to be announced shortly. The one day workshop will go from around 10-2pm and will be held in Brisbane.

All named persons should already have received a link to the BoM website listing the proposed changes and comments can be sent directly to the State Water Information Coordinator, Donna Beattie (donna.beattie@derm.qld.gov.au) by mid February. These changes will affect a number of Water Service Providers so are worth a look if you are affected see http://www.bom.gov.au/water/regulations/amendments.

If you have any queries on any of the above please contact qldwater on 07 3252 4701.
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