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Queensland Water Directorate       e-flash
Information for Water Industry Managers and Practitioners in Queensland Local Government (Issue #25) 15 November 2007
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
1.  WOLA Bill Passed
2.  SWIM Reporting.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
1. WOLA Bill 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Parts of the Water and Other Legislation Amendment (WOLA) Bill were passed by Parliament yesterday. This is the Bill that makes a raft of changes relevant to Water Service Providers such as billing arrangements, mandatory water conservation measures, sub-metering and domestic bore restrictions (see the summary below and  eFlash 9 – 25 May on the QWD Website). 

It would appear that bore restrictions received some debate with some MPs opposing the restrictions (see Press Release from Minister Wallace, http://statements.cabinet.qld.gov.au/MMS/StatementDisplaySingle.aspx?id=55135 ). Under the Bill it was proposed that Service Providers could extend their water restrictions to private bore owners, if the water from the bore was also a source for the town water supply. Qldwater supported this measure in our joint response with LGAQ on the draft policy (see the joint response). The primary rationale was that Councils have a greater understanding of the need for restrictions in their local area. Apparently there has been a fair deal of parliamentary debate on bore owner-rights to use unrestricted bore water.

It would appear that other parts of the Bill have been passed. Qldwater is currently focusing on following up with NRW which is now in the process of creating guidelines that will determine how the new requirements (such as permanent low-level water restrictions) will be applied across the State.

The only other element of the WOLA Bill to rate a ministerial headline was the ban on levying charges or taxes for water in rainwater tanks (see press release from Minister Wallace at http://statements.cabinet.qld.gov.au/MMS/StatementDisplaySingle.aspx?id=55133 ). This was a last-minute addition to the Bill and was first heard of in mid October with a press release claiming “Local councils will be banned from taxing water in residential tanks”. This was a response to no known proposal or intention to actually apply a tax or levy on rainwater. Indeed, the last time this issue was raised politically, it was in a media statement from Anna Bligh denying that the State would apply tank water charges; apparently in response to comments by Commonwealth Government politicians (see http://statements.cabinet.qld.gov.au/MMS/StatementDisplaySingle.aspx?id=53474 ). Consequently it would appear that a relative ‘non-issue’ is now enshrined in legislation. Interestingly, a related issue arose in South Australia last month where there is also legislation preventing charges on domestic rainwater collection – see http://www.premier.sa.gov.au/news.php?id=2259 ).

Some of the other relevant aspects of the WOLA Bill are:

. regionally consistent residential water bills and billing cycles; 
. expanding allowable uses of treated greywater to include a wider range of indoor and outdoor uses and types of buildings where treated greywater may be re-used (applies to systems of less than 50 kilolitres) 
. requiring local governments and water service providers to impose permanent low-level water conservation measures 
. providing the chief executive of the Department of Natural Resources and Water with authority to direct water service providers to impose water restrictions where there is a significant water supply issue 
. In SEQ - enabling water service providers to reduce flow following repeated breaches of QWC restrictions (a power already available to water service providers in respect of their own water restrictions). Flow cannot be reduced below the minimum requirement for health and safety.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
2. SWIM Indicators Reporting

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
A couple of members have contacted us with queries about the SWIM indicator reporting that have been requested as part of the DLGS&Rs comparative data request this year. The SWIM (State-wide Water Information Management) project was an initiative of qldwater and LGAQ and is now managed by DLGS&R. The project aims to reduce the amount of reporting by Local Government to State and Commonwealth agencies and to ensure that the information reported is relevant and necessary. 

So far the number of indicators has been reduced from an initial list of 900 indicators require of local government to the current 200 requested through the SWIM section of the DLGS&R spreadsheets. Eventually, all water-relevant indicators reported through a central web-based portal to streamline and reduce the reporting onus for local government. Smart software will then distribute the relevant information to the agencies that require it. DLGS&R have been doing a good job in seeking whole of government agreement for this process. 

As an interim step to achieving the central portal, this year water indicators were requested through the annual DLGS&R Comparative Data Request process. The SWIM project also encompasses the indicators required of service providers with more than 10,000 connections as part of the National Reporting Framework. Timing issues meant that a separate request for these indicators was sent to relevant Councils by NRW earlier than the DLGSR data request (i.e. the same indicators have been requested twice). However, Councils that have provided information to NRW do not need to report these indicators again to DLGSR as the data will be combined and collated by the State Government.

This current system is still unwieldy but is the first step to streamlined reporting for the Local Government Water Industry. Furthermore, despite the confusion caused by amalgamations, this is an important base year for water reporting given that many of the States Water Service Providers will change drastically over the next 12 months. Qldwater encourages all Councils to respond to the SWIM indicators.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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