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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
1.       National Water Skills Audit 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
The Australian Water Association has developed the National Water Skills Audit after consultation with each State and other relevant agencies.  The purpose of the Audit is to build useful benchmarking data for all water service providers to help planning, as well as help prioritise national water skills projects and identify skills gaps.

qldwater has participated in the development of questions on behalf of the Queensland Water Skills Partnership.  While some of the questions may be difficult to answer and don’t necessarily reflect what we would like to ask, AWA have done a good job of coordinating the diverse interests of those organisations being asked to participate in the Audit.  We believe that regular collection of this type of data is crucial for planning, and to help build the case for State and Federal support for skills in our industry. 
The Audit is open for completion now online at http://www.awa.asn.au/Water_Skills_Audit.aspx and closes on 31 August.  It is designed for completion by HR Personnel, Water Managers or Corporate Managers.

We are conscious of the reporting burden and try to assist organisations like AWA to minimise the impact of surveys.  To this end, AWA have agreed to add a checkbox to the survey at Question 2 at our request which will allow any information you provide to be shared with qldwater and the Water Skills Partnership, meaning that we don’t then ask you for the same details.

We encourage you to complete the survey if possible (and check the box!)  Feedback to both AWA and qldwater to improve the request in future is welcome.  Please contact Dave Cameron (dcameron@qldwater.com.au, 07 3000 2257) or Michelle Hill (mhill@qldwater.com.au, 07 3000 2130) if you need any assistance.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
2.       Certificate IV in Water Operations (Trade Waste)
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
The Water Services Association of Australia, supported by the Australian Water Association has developed a nationally accredited Trade Waste training program.  The course supports the work of supervisors and technical experts who contribute to contract management, as well as those coordinating and monitoring surface water systems’ operations, water storage catchment activities, groundwater system usage, wastewater collection systems, and the implementation of trade waste policies and plans.  

Two registered training organisations, SkillsTech (Qld) and Riverina TAFE (NSW) will be offering the training with the first intake planned to commence in October 2011.

Queensland does not currently have traineeship support for Certificate IV courses, however as an indication, SkillsTech has negotiated a price of $1200 which includes some state financial support for Queensland residents.  

To register your interest, please visit http://www.awa.asn.au/Certificate_IV_Water_Operations_Trade_Waste.aspx and complete the form.

Terms, conditions and catches are available at 

http://www.awa.asn.au/NWP40107_Certificate_IV_in_Water_Operations__Program_Features.aspx
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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