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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
1. Summary of Proposed New Regulation of Sewage Pumping Stations 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
As reported in e Flash 132, the industry has been discussing streamlining the regulation of sewage pumping stations with the DERM for some time. Both parties are now working collaboratively and effectively towards practical solutions for this perennial issue. Environmentally Relevant Activity 63 (ERA 63) was introduced in the Environmental Protection Regulations in 2008 to cover large sewage pumping stations (i.e. > 40kL per hour (11L/s) unless the pump is part of a sewage treatment plant). This means that from January 2009, all WSPs were required to have Development Approvals and a Registration Certificate for all large pumping stations - an unachievable task for most communities.

Following discussions with a qldwater industry expert-panel and comments on previous draft guidelines (see e Flash 137), DERM have released a discussion draft of new guidelines for regulating ERA 63 and also a draft Code of Environmental Compliance for dealing with large pumping stations. In general, DERM have been responsive to industry concerns on the achievability of previous guidelines and have adopted an outcomes-based approach with suggested practical solutions. Discussions are ongoing to clarify some final technical issues with the aim of finalising the documents in mid-January. These changes will have significant impacts on some WSPs, so broader industry feedback is also being sought on the following key issues.
ERA 63 Guidelines

The Guidelines will apply to all WSPs with large pumping stations and to all pumping stations regardless of age. A major industry concern is the cost of retro-fitting improvements to existing pumping stations to meet the standard conditions. DERM have indicated that full retrofitting is not the intent - though continual improvement or upgrades to existing pumping stations should take the guideline conditions into account. The final draft is being modified to clarify the application of the guidelines to existing versus new pump stations.

The new approach spelt out in the Guidelines includes a more stringent focus on planning, monitoring, notifications and quarterly reporting for dry weather overflows. Under a strict reading, the current draft of the guideline also requires notification, monitoring and reporting of all emergency wet weather overflows which is unachievable and could be counterproductive in mitigating environmental harm. DERM has indicated that further clarification will be provided on this trigger level for these activities in the final draft of the Guidelines.

Code of Environmental Compliance

DERM propose that in future, ERA 63 be regulated under a Code of Environmental Compliance (CoEC). This basically means that pumping stations > 40 kL/hr become self-assessable and do not require a Development Approval if all standard conditions are met. The draft Code will be raised for Ministerial approval early in the new year and depending on Political processes (e.g. the State election), potentially could be ratified by the middle of 2012.

It is important to note that if the CoEC is adopted, all large pumping stations will become subject to its standard conditions. That is, regardless of whether a pumping station has an existing DA or not, it will need to meet the standard conditions within one year of the CoEC coming into effect. Given there are estimated to be > 1000 of pumping stations >40kL/hr across the State it is important that the industry is confident that the standard conditions are achievable for both new and existing stations for dry weather and emergency wet-weather overflows. 

The standard conditions in the draft CoEC are identical to those in the Draft ERA63 Guidelines and subject to the same clarifications outlined above for the Guidelines. A new draft of the Code incorporating clarification on the issues raised by the qldwater expert panel will be circulated via e Flash in early January for broader industry feedback but the turn-around time will be brief (1 week). Several industry members are keen to have this matter finalised as there are delays in the development of new pumping stations in some areas.

General FAQs

1. If the CoEC is not adopted by the Minister, the new ERA 63 Guidelines will remain in place (with the same conditions as the CoEC). The Guidelines are also relevant for the period until a CoEC is adopted.

2. The Guidelines and CoEC apply only to infrastructure on the premises subject to the ERA.

3. DERM are investigating whether WSPs that have recently negotiated conditions for their pump stations under other DAs can continue with these conditions (likely at the discretion of the local DERM office).

4. Use of single registration certificate for all related ERAs will continue to be possible regardless of adoption of CoEC or new guidelines.

5. The General Environmental duty applies to all pumping stations regardless of size/age and the guidelines outline examples of application to ERA 63.

6. General requirements for notification are now included within the EPAct (sections 320-320G) regardless of the Guidelines or CoEC.

                                         

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
2. Urban Water Security Research Alliance Fact Sheets

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Urban Water Security Research Alliance have advised new Fact Sheets are now available on their website: (http://www.urbanwateralliance.org.au/publications.html):
Factsheet 1: Rainwater tanks in SEQ
http://www.urbanwateralliance.org.au/publications/factsheets/UWSRA_Fact_Sheet_1.pdf
Factsheet 2: Impact of climate change on urban water security in SEQ http://www.urbanwateralliance.org.au/publications/factsheets/UWSRA_Fact_Sheet_2.pdf
Factsheet 3: Water quality - treatment and management
http://www.urbanwateralliance.org.au/publications/factsheets/UWSRA_Fact_Sheet_3.pdf
Factsheet 4: Evaluation methods for total water cycle management plans
http://www.urbanwateralliance.org.au/publications/factsheets/UWSRA_Fact_Sheet_4.pdf
Factsheet 5: Stormwater harvesting
http://www.urbanwateralliance.org.au/publications/factsheets/UWSRA_Fact_Sheet_5.pdf
Any questions, please contact Sharon Wakem - Sharon.Wakem@qwc.qld.gov.au
 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
3. New IWC Graduate Certificate in Water Planning

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
In response to identified skills needs across the water resource and planning profession, the International WaterCentre (IWC) has developed a new Graduate Certificate in Integrated Water Management (Water Planning) focused on building capacity in effective community participation, social assessment and conflict management.

The program is designed to accelerate career development and encourage dialogue across disciplines among water planners and will commence in Semester 1 - March 2012. 

IWC is offering scholarships ($1,550) to the first 10 students who enrol in the program for 2012. Click this link for more information -  Read more
                                                                                 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
4. qldwater – New Telephone Numbers

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Just a reminder of our new contact telephone numbers listed below:

	Heather Gold + general enquiries
	07 3632 6850

	Rob Fearon 
	07 3632 6855

	Dave Cameron (on leave until 3 January)
	07 3632 6854

	Michelle Hill
	07 3632 6853

	Sally Walding
	07 3632 6852

	Fax
	07 3632 6899


Our old telephone numbers have now been diverted to our new numbers and it’s business as usual, with our email addresses remaining the same.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
5. And the Winner is..…

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

We are happy to announce the winner of kit number 4 of the extremely limited edition Lego treatment plant for the most contributions to our “Ask an Expert” industry forums for 2011.  The winner is Terry Fagg, Treatment Manager at Western Downs Regional Council.  It’s in a box somewhere right now Terry but we’ll try to get it to you soon.  The highly commended wine goes to Shaun Johnston of Gympie Regional Council.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
6. Merry Christmas and Happy New Year

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Our (new) office will be closed for the Christmas/New Year break from COB Friday 23 December and will reopen on Tuesday 3 January.  It’s been a huge year for us and the events in the first half of 2012 are going to keep us equally busy.

To all of our members, clients and others associated with qldwater we wish you a safe and relaxing holiday and especially hope that those impacted last year by big wets and cyclones get a break this wet season.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
This message may be passed on to interested individuals and organisations.
To add your name to the distribution list, email “subscribe” to hgold@qldwater.com.au
To remove your name from the distribution list, email “unsubscribe” to hgold@qldwater.com.au 
Visit qldwater at www.qldwater.com.au 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
