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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
1.  IPWEA Queensland Excellence Awards 2015 Winners
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
IPWEA Queensland announced the winners of the Excellence Awards at their Queensland State Conference and Gala Dinner held in Mackay this week.  We congratulate all Awards recipients and particularly the winners of the Queensland Water Directorate sponsored water projects awards:

Water, waste water, sewerage and drought management projects over $10 million
Western Downs Regional Council Accelerated Capital Works Program

Water, waste water, sewerage and drought management projects $5 million to $10 million
Mackay Regional Council,  Marian WTP

Water, waste water, sewerage and drought management projects $1 million to $5 million
Richmond Shire Council/ Aeramix Richmond WTP

Water, waste water, sewerage and drought management projects under $1 million
[bookmark: _GoBack]Etheridge Shire Council/ Aeramix/ Richmond Shire Council WTP/ Georgetown WTP

Innovation and/or Introduction of New and/or Improved Techniques in water, waste water, sewerage and drought management
Mackay RC transformation of a water business

Dawson Wilkie Best Paper Award 
Blackwater Improvement Project – Stuart Doak and Greg Bourke

Congratulations again to all award winners.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
2.   WHS Accreditation Scheme for large federal government funded projects
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Subject to certain financial thresholds, only builders who are accredited under the Scheme can enter into head contracts for building work that is funded directly or indirectly by the Australian Government.
Projects are considered to be directly funded where an Australian Government agency has responsibility for the project funding and development, for example a Defence facility, Medicare or Centrelink Office or a fit-out or refurbishment of existing Australian Government office accommodation.    The Scheme applies to projects that are directly funded by the Australian Government with a value of $4 million or more.
Projects are considered indirectly funded where an Australian Government agency contributes funding to a third party recipient, such as a state government, through mechanisms such as funding agreements, grants and other programs, for example road construction projects funded by the Australian Government or a new school built by a state government using funding provided by the Australian Government.
The Scheme applies to projects that are indirectly funded by the Australian Government where:
1. the value of the Australian Government contribution to the project is at least $6 million and represents at least 50 per cent of the total construction project value; or
1. the Australian Government contribution to a project is $10 million or more, irrespective of the proportion of Australian Government funding; and
1. the head contracts for building work are greater than $4 million (GST inclusive)
If these conditions are met, then any builder who is not a subcontractor to another builder will need to be accredited.  
More information is available here: http://www.fsc.gov.au/sites/fsc/needaccredited/accreditationscheme/pages/theaccreditationscheme
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