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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
1.       Sharing Queensland Water Experiences

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
One of the principal requests from our members is for qldwater to assist with information exchange, particularly in the regions, and provide forums for regional water industry to discuss key issues together and with the Government. Last year we started to create such forums, such as our half-day ‘mini-conferences’ at regional centres to promote communication among our rapidly-changing industry. Two more mini-conferences are being held in the first half of this year at Roma (9th May) and Normanton (Friday 13th May!).  These forums will include recent information on the state of the industry and upcoming issues, but we are also keen for papers from the regional water industry. If you are interested or can suggest someone who would provide a good paper please contact hgold@qldwater.com.au or see below for more information.

Another opportunity to share water information is to attend the IPWEAQ state workshop in Maryborough in October. We are looking for papers for the water session of this conference and the illustrious Dawson Wilkie Prize for best Water paper ($1000 towards attendance of another conference of your choice) is up for grabs. See below for more information or contact rfearon@qldwater.com.au for further information.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
2.       qldwater Water Conferences - Call for Papers

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
qldwater invites synopses from practitioners within and associated with local government and the water industry to present a paper at either or both Water Conferences at Roma on Monday 9 May and Normanton on Friday 13 May.  

The Water Conferences are being run as part of the qldwater Water Connections Tour. The tour departs Brisbane on Monday 9 May, visiting seven councils and holding two water conferences in that week. This year, the focus will be on Western Queensland with the tour to include Roma, Barcoo, Diamantina, Mount Isa, Cloncurry, Mornington Island and Normanton during the week of the 9-13 May. 

The aim of the conferences is to increase focus of water issues within western Queensland, provide face-to-face opportunities for water updates and training, network with other industry members and discuss operational highlights.  This will include flood /cyclone response and preparedness in affected areas. 

If you would like to present a paper, please email Heather Gold at qldwater hgold@qldwater.com.au providing an abstract of your paper in no more than 250 words, your name, organisation and full contact details. You should receive an acknowledgement of receipt of your submission within two weeks.   If you would like further information please contact Heather Gold on 07 3000 2279.

Deadline for submissions:  Friday 4 March 2011

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
3.       Water Papers for IPWEAQ State Conference

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
The IPWEAQ 2011 State Conference is to be held at the Brolga Riverside Theatre and Convention Centre in Maryborough on Tuesday 4th October – Friday 7th October 2011. 

qldwater sponsors an annual award for the best water paper at this conference, and encourages submission of papers for the water sessions at the conference.

qldwater sponsors an annual award for the best water paper at this conference, and encourages submission of papers for the water sessions at the conference. At this early stage the synopsis can be broad. It is early to be calling for this, but any updates on progress following flooding and TC Yasi will be a topic of interest to all attendees.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
4.       Free Attendance for “Women in Government, Industry and Education Workshop” !

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
qldwater will cover registration costs for the first two women from our members who wish to attend this workshop – via email only to hgold@qldwater.com.au.
Register now for the IPWEAQ Women in Government, Industry and Education workshop to be conducted in Warwick on 1st & 2nd March 2011. For women, this two-day program will develop insight and skills in how to enhance their influencing opportunities working in local government, industry and education. Please note that the cost of this two-day program is $300.00 + GST (a one-day program has previously been inadvertently promoted). 

This exceptional program was conducted on behalf of the Toowoomba Regional Council in late 2010 and was a huge success, hosting many delegates. The program venue is:

Warwick Training Centre 

Department of Transport & Main Roads

Warwick Office

306 Wood Street

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
5.       Integrated Resource Planning for Urban Water Workshops

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
In 2007 the National Water Commission, in partnership with Water Services Association of Australia (WSAA), identified several important areas where nationally coordinated action would benefit the Australian urban water sector and progress commitments made under the National Water Initiative.  The Integrated Resource Planning for Urban Water project forms an important component of work commissioned to address key water issues. 

The project comprises a series of resource papers on various topics, two case studies, an updated ‘Guide to demand management and Integrated Resource Planning for urban water’ as well as an upgraded demand forecasting and options model called the Integrated Supply–Demand Planning (iSDP) model. The project complements the COAG urban water planning principles by offering practical guidance and contemporary tools to deliver sustainable water supplies in a changing climate. 
The National Water Commission and Institute for Sustainable Futures are running a series of 1- day workshops held across Australia.  The workshops outline the resources and tools developed to assist practitioners in urban water sector deal with emerging issues in supply-demand planning.  It demonstrates the capabilities of the Integrated Supply- Demand Planning (iSDP) model that facilitates both a sophisticated, end-use water demand forecast and an assessment of a broad range of demand management, supply augmentation and substitution options. It will also discuss the COAG national urban water planning principles and demonstrate how the iSDP model and other IRP resource align with these principles.
Two workshops will be held in Queensland at:

· Brisbane, Sebel Suites, Albert 1 room corner of Albert and Charlotte Streets on the 6th April and
· Townsville, Rydges Southbank, 23 Palmer St. on 7th April
To register please click on the link below. Please register by 20th March

http://surveys.uts.edu.au/surveys/irpforurbanwaterroadshow/index.cfm
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
6.       WSAA Sub-Metering Code of Practice

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
    
As reported in eFlash #104 WSAA are inviting feedback from water industry stakeholders to review the draft national code (see www.qldwater.com.au /main menu/water issues) particularly with respect to possible impacts on local regulations and council policy. Comments can be returned on the associated template directly to Mike Busetti, WSAA’s Metering Program Manager at mike.Busetti@wsaa.asn.au. Alternatively, responses forwarded to qldwater (hgold@qldwater.com.au) will be incorporated into a general industry response.  If you wish to discuss this matter further please contact Mike on 0419 875 763 or Rob Fearon (0428 300 208).

This may impact Queensland Service Providers in particular because of legislation that came into effect in January 2008 (see e-Flash 41) that required sub-meters for most multi-unit developments (i.e. high rises, gated communities, shopping centres). At this time a qldwater technical policy was developed (available to members at www.qldwater.com.au under downloads/templates and guidelines). 

A draft response on the WSAA draft has been created by qldwater and is available at www.qldwater.com.au /main menu/water issues. The document is very general but well formulated. Some issues that should be noted are:
· There is no reference to the fact that some states have legislative requirements for sub-meters, the requirements of which would take precedence over any codes or specifications.

· There are no clauses on ownership of the meters following installation and nor are there any clauses on maintenance responsibility and billing for water use.  

· There is no discussion on testing of meters for accuracy if decided necessary by the Water Service Provider or if requested by the Customer.  There is no reference to hot water systems.  
We have attached a copy of the qldwater Sub-metering policy and Supporting Technical Guidelines with the response form as it covers most of these points..

 If you have any queries on any of the above please contact qldwater on 07 3252 4701.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
This message may be passed on to interested individuals and organisations.
To add your name to the distribution list, email “subscribe” to 

mailto:hgold@qldwater.com.au" 
hgold@qldwater.com.au

To remove your name from the distribution list, email “unsubscribe” to 

mailto:hgold@qldwater.com.au" 
hgold@qldwater.com.au
 
Visit qldwater at http://www.qldwater.com.au 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
