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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

1. Update on Statutory Requirements for WSP’s (eg. SLMP’S and DMP’s)
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
As reported in earlier e-Flashes the QWD has been investigating the impact of the amalgamations on statutory requirements for Water Service Providers in Queensland. Priority issues are (a) What are the obligations of current Councils given that are being amalgamated and (b) What will the requirements be for new amalgamated councils? While these issues are yet to be finalised by the State, the QWD can provide some preliminary advice for Councils based on recent consultation and now that the Local Government Reform Implementation Bill 2007 (http://www.legislation.qld.gov.au/Bills/52PDF/2007/LocGovRefIB07_AinC.pdf) has been passed. More information will be released in a QWD Factsheet in the coming weeks.

(a) Obligations of existing Council WSPs for Drought and Leak Management Plans.

Statutory requirements for existing Council WSPs have not been removed by the local government reform agenda and there is still an obligation for existing Councils to meet these requirements until March 2008. Of immediate relevance are requirements under the Water Act 2000 for all Water Service Providers to submit a Drought Management Plan (DMP) but October 2007 and for all Large and Medium Water Service providers to submit a System Leakage Management Plan by this same deadline.

While the requirements still stand, there is a recognition that under the provisions of the recent Local Government Reform legislation it could be difficult for amalgamating Councils to complete aspects of these statutory requirements that commit the future Council to expenditure or specific program implementation. The main examples here are the budget and implementation plans needed under the SLMP requirements. The position of NR&W as regulator for these requirements is likely to be that the initial components of the SLMP and all of the requirements of a DMP can still be completed and must be submitted by the October deadline. 

Templates for both DMP (http://www.qldwater.com.au/index.php?option=com_docman&task=cat_view&gid=29&Itemid=81) and SLMP (http://www.qldwater.com.au/index.php?option=com_docman&task=cat_view&gid=18&Itemid=81)  requirements and software to assist in calculating systems losses have been created by the QWD to assist Councils and are available freely to all Queensland Water Service Providers. These templates have been ratified by NR&W and are infrastructure-based so that they will be transferable under new Council arrangements.

The QWD strongly encourages all Councils to attend to the SLMP and DMPs (as well as other requirements such as Strategic Asset Management Plans) to the greatest extent possible given the current turmoil surrounding local government reform. This is particularly pertinent to amalgamating Councils where the accuracy of the information contained within these documents will be crucial to the future functioning of the amalgamated Councils and thus a large proportion of the Queensland Water industry. The QWD has always maintained the position that the current water managers and technicians of Councils are in the best position to understand the specific aspects and needs of their communities and water infrastructure and to complete the Management Plans with the best available information. This is crucial for the effective operations of the new Water Service Providers.

(b) Requirements for newly amalgamated Councils.

It is likely that of twenty seven new Councils arising from amalgamations outside SEQ, all but Banana Shire Council and Mornington Shire Council will be registered as new Water Service Providers. The two exceptions are suggested because these Councils have absorbed only small areas of other existing communities and are more likely to continue under existing arrangements. The QWD strongly supports the outcome that all new Councils be recognised as new WSPs as this effectively ‘restarts the clock’ on regulatory obligations under the Water Act 2000. This provides at least a year before DMPs, SAMPs, Customer Service Standards and SLMPs must be completed. Although it will not be a simple to integrate necessary information from among up to seven Councils within this timeframe, this task will be greatly facilitated by the completion of these documents by existing councils for their current jurisdictions.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

2. System Leakage Management Plan Training 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
A very successful System Leakage Management Plan Workshop took place earlier this week, generously hosted by Atherton Shire Council,  giving a number of councils the necessary training and assistance to complete their System Leakage Management Plans.  The SLMP is a statutory requirement under Chapter 3 of the Water Act which is due by October this year for medium and large Councils and October 2008 for small Councils.  This SLMP requirement still needs to be completed by current councils regardless of amalgamation issues.  The QWD and Wide Bay Water training is designed to assist Councils in completing their SLMP requirements.

Two further workshops will be held in Gayndah (16 & 17 August) and in Toowoomba (12 & 13 September).  There are still limited places available at both of these workshops.

Full details of the workshops together with brochure and registration form are available on our website www.qldwater.com.au. 
Please email Rob rfearon@qldwater.com.au or Heather hgold@qldwater.com.au or telephone QWD on 3252 4701 if you need further information. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

3. Water End Use Symposium &Trace Wizard Training
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
The ‘Water End Use Symposium & Trace Wizard Training’ event will take place from the 26 to 27 September 2007 at Griffith University’s Gold Coast campus.

The current pressure on Australia’s water supplies has led to an increased interest in demand management and end use analysis, particularly for high use residential and commercial customers. This symposium will provide the necessary skills to undertake a robust water end use analysis project. Moreover, the event offers the rare opportunity to exchange ideas with other leading professionals in the water demand management field who have completed end use analysis studies in the Australian context.  

This event will feature an introductory panel discussing the drivers for water demand management and water end use in Australia with speakers from the Institute for Sustainable Futures (ISF), Wide Bay Water Corporation (WBW) and Griffith University.  This session will set the scene for the international expert presenter, Peter Mayer. Peter is a leading professional in the water end use field in the United States and has completed numerous end use analysis studies across many of its’ States.  He was a primary author for the American Water Works Association Research Foundation “Residential End Uses of Water” and he co-developed the end use analysis software ‘Trace Wizard©’.  

Peter will enlighten participants on the foundations and particulars involved in water end use analysis, covering topics such as data collection, data analysis, research methods, demand forecasting and measuring behaviour patterns.  Day 2 will involve hands on training in ‘Trace Wizard©’ water end use analysis software. 

For further information please visit the website http://www.griffith.edu.au/conference/water-end-use-symposium-trace-wizard-training-2007. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

4. Australian Guidelines for Water Recycling
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
The Environment Protection and Heritage Council and the Natural Resource Management Ministerial Council have released draft Australian Guidelines for Water Recycling: Managing Health and Environmental Risks (Phase 2): Augmentation of Drinking Water Supplies, for public comment (www.ephc.gov.au/ephc/water_recycling.html)
The draft guidelines are a set of operating principles and technical procedures to make sure that recycled water for drinking is safe.  The guidelines do not advocate one way or the other that recycling water is the best water supply option for everyone, however, they set out to make sure that if water is to be recycled for drinking, those involved know how to do it safely.

Submissions on the draft guidelines are encouraged by 21 September 2007 and a meeting to explain the guidelines and answer questions is being held on Thursday 23 August, 2.00 pm - 4.00 pm at Rydges Southbank.  See website for further information. If you wish to provide comments via a joint submission through the QWD, please forward comments by Monday 17th September. 
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