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Queensland Water Directorate       e-flash
Information for Water Industry Managers and Practitioners in Queensland Local Government  (Issue #1)

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
News Items

1.  New Executive manager and Executive Assistant at QWD.

2.  Information for local government on state-wide expansion of Home Water Wise rebates.

3.  Invitation to tender for SEQ Pressure and Leakage Management Project. 

4.  Training courses organised by QEPA for Recycled Water Management Plans.

5.  Drought Management Planning Training courses
6.  Items for the water industry from IPWEAQ.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
1. New Executive manager and Executive Assistant at the Queensland Water Directorate.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
In July this year, Rob Fearon took on the role of Executive Manager of the Directorate, replacing Mark Girard who has moved on after 18 months of hard work getting the QWD up to speed. Rob comes from a water background having worked in Queensland on water-related issues for the past eight years, most recently as CEO a national Cooperative Research Centre (CRC).

The other member of the QWD team is Heather Gold, who took up the role of Executive Assistant earlier this year. Heather has a strong background in project management and client liaison having worked in the Real Estate, Travel and Accommodation industries in a range of roles both in Australia and overseas. 

Feel free to contact either Rob at rfearon@qldwater.com.au or Heather at hgold@qldwater.com.au about issues relevant to the water industry in local government.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
2. Information for local government on state-wide expansion of Home Water Wise rebates.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
On the 16th August Premier Beattie announced an election commitment of $20 million over two years to extend the current South East Queensland "Home WaterWise Rebate Scheme" to the rest of the state.

The details of a future scheme are still uncertain and the final decision will be determined by the government of the day but a two-page briefing developed by the QWD and LGAQ is provided as best-available advice on the potential state-wide rebate scheme.

More details are available here:  www.qldwater.com.au/newsletters/docs/waterwise_rebate.doc
Information includes: Implementation of the State-wide Scheme,  FAQs,  Background to SEQ,  and Contacts.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
3. Invitation to Tender for SEQ Pressure and Leakage Management Project. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~Suppliers of water leakage detection and pressure management equipment and services are invited to tender to be part of the SEQ Pressure and Leakage Management Project (SEQ PLMP).
 

Local Buy is managing the tender process to establish a panel of providers on a Standing Offer Arrangement for the 18 councils involved in the SEQ PLMP.
 

Tender documentation is now available to download from the Local Buy website:  www.localbuy.net.au 
Tenders close at 2pm, Wednesday 4 October 2006. For further information regarding the tender process, contact Phil McKellar, Category Manager, Local Buy on 07-3000 2275 or pmckellar@localbuy.net.au
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
4.  Training courses organised by QEPA for Recycled Water Management Plans.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
In 2005, the Queensland EPA released the Queensland Water Recycling Guidelines which advocate identifying and managing significant risks to public health and the environment through a management approach - Recycled Water Management Plans.

To assist in this process, the EPA are facilitating a number of Recycled Water Management Plan training sessions will be held throughout the state. The training is designed to assist individuals, water safety professionals and others who are responsible for the maintenance, implementation, improvement and/or auditing of Recycled Water Management Plans. Both ‘suppliers’ and ‘users’ courses are scheduled.

The ‘suppliers’ course is examined and is held over two days at a cost of $150. Training sessions will be held at various locations throughout Queensland throughout September to November 2006. To book, link to http://www.ncsitad.com.au/anon/Course_schedule.aspx or phone (02) 9736 8318.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
5.  Drought Management Planning Training courses

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Late in 2005 the QWD released Templates and Guidelines to assist local governments to create Drought Management Plans required under the Water Act 2000. These guidelines were developed in association with the Department of Natural Resources, Mines and Water and have received endorsement by the Department. 

Following-on from this success, the QWD and LGAQ have negotiated a partnership with the Department of Local Government, Planning and Infrastructure (DLGP&I) to undertake training workshops to be offered to all Queensland local government water service providers in drought-declared areas of the state. Thanks to funding from the partners, there is no cost to local government water service providers (WSPs) or their nominees and a small cost ($250) for representatives from other WSPs.

The purpose of the workshops is to assist local governments in the preparation and implementation of their Drought Management Plan. They will run for a full day in a number of locations and pre-workshop material will circulated prior to the day. 

Full information has been circulated to all councils and further details can be obtained from Heather at the Water Directorate hgold@qldwater.com.au or on our website: www.qldwater.com.au/newsletters/docs/Drought_Management_Plan_Workshop.pdf 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
6. Relevant Items for the water industry from the IPWEAQ…… 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
IPWEAQ Sunshine Coast State Conference 2006 – Marcoola!!

 “Engineering for Growth”

Registrations/program: http://www.ipwea.org.au/events/qld/324.html   Sponsors & Exhibitors http://www.ipwea.org.au/events/qld/324.html
For further details contact Janet Ryan - sabrems@bigpond.com  If you are having difficulty faxing in your registration to 5450 0880 please fax to 07 3257 2392.
Supervisors Leadership and Management Workshops

Empowering Supervisors and Developing Potential Supervisors to deal with Leadership and Management in Local Government.

There will be a special presentation on Construction and Work Programming your crews., Townsville, Emerald.

Registration form available from:  carolyn@ipweaq.asn.au 

North Queensland Branch Conference – Mission Beach!

Now rescheduled for 16-18 November 06 
Watch this space for details!

	
	
	

	
	
	


Other Programs in 2006
Powers and Responsibilities of the Local Government Engineer                               Leadership for Works Officers

Contract Establishment & Administration                                                               Support Roles and Responsibilities for Works Officers

Cultural Heritage                                                                                                Frontline Management

Practical and Technical Workshop for Works Supervisors                                       Road Safety Audits

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ This message may be passed on to interested individuals and organisations.

To add your name to the distribution list email “subscribe” to hgold@qldwater.com.au
To remove your name from the distribution list email “unsubscribe” to hgold@qldwater.com.au 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

