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1. QPWC

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
The final version of the Queensland Plumbing and Wastewater Code is now available on the DLGP website at http://www.lgp.qld.gov.au/?id=5000 . This code has generated a great deal of discussion and has been mentioned in a number of past qldwater e-Flashes (see e.g. summary in e-Flash 21 on 5th September http://www.qldwater.com.au/index.php?option=com_docman&task=cat_view&gid=21&Itemid=34 ). Qldwater and LGAQ provided an integrated response on some aspects of the code during the consultation period in September 2007 (se http://www.qldwater.com.au/index.php?option=com_docman&task=cat_view&gid=51&Itemid=81 ). It is good to see that some of the suggestions have been taken on board in the final document, although some have not been addressed.

The QPWC is designed to begin on 1 January 2008 and regulations to implement the code are currently in the final stages of drafting. Qldwater is revising the popular Greywater Factsheet to help interpret new greywater requirements which now call on the recently amendments to the Plumbing and Drainage Act, subordinate regulations, the QPWC, Standard Plumbing and Drainage Regulation 2003 and Australian and New Zealand Standards 3500.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
2. Two Funding Rounds Closing Soon

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Don’t forget that funding rounds for SCAP (Small Communities Assistance Program) and the RPWLC (Reduction of potable Water Loss and Consumption) program are currently open. The funding rounds are open only for a short time and although many Councils are currently overwhelmed with other issues, this is also a good opportunity to apply for a contribution for Council’s water infrastructure needs.

SCAP funding is aimed at communities with fewer than 500 people and provides up to 80% subsidy for priority water and sewerage infrastructure (e.g. planning, new infrastructure and upgrades). Applications for SCAP assistance close on 21 December. This leaves three weeks to finalise your applications so pull out the coffee and get ready for a couple of late nights. Further information is available at the DLGP website at http://www.lgp.qld.gov.au/?id=106 or by contacting the DLGP Program Manager, Denise Hallmark on 3225 8667.

The RPWLC is part of the WASP program and provides assistance to Councils developing and implementing best practice demand management practices that reduce consumption or loss of potable water. The current round for this scheme closes on 11 January 2008, so with the silly season approaching you still have only a few weeks to get this one in. Further information is available on the SLGP website at http://www.lgp.qld.gov.au/?id=2786 or by phoning the Program Manager, Rachel Findlay on 3227 7848.

Information on these and other funding assistance programs relevant to Queensland Local Government Water Industry are available on the qldwater website at http://www.qldwater.com.au/index.php?option=com_docman&task=cat_view&gid=59&Itemid=34 .

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
3. Water Information Industry Seminar

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
The Bureau of Meteorology is hosting a free water information industry seminar at the Sofitel Hotel, Brisbane on Friday 14 December from 3.00pm – 5.00pm.

Under the Federal Government’s National Plan for Water Security, the role of the Bureau of Meteorology has been expanded to manage Australia’s water information.  

The seminar is designed to provide participants with an overview of the importance of water information in achieving water reform in Australia, the Bureau’s new water information role and the contribution that improved water information can make to water resources management.

Seminar presenters include: Ross Young (WSAA), Rob Vertessy (Bureau of Meteorology) and Greg Claydon (Natural Resources & Water).

All professionals involved in water resource policy, planning and management are invited to attend this free seminar.  More details are available on the Bureau of Meteorology website.  Bookings are essential – please RSVP to a.safich@bom.gov.au 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
4. IPWEAQ Excellence Awards 2007 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Congratulations to some of our members who were recognised at the IPWEAQ Excellence Awards 2007 at Airlie Beach.  


Water, Waste Water, Sewerage and Drought Management

Above $5 million – Commendation

Maroochy Shire Council – Maroochy Sewage Treatment Plant Upgrade Project

The Maroochydore Sewage Treatment Plant Upgrade was a $34.3M project conducted under a competitive alliance model. The plant, owned by Maroochy Shire Council, was upgraded to meet the demand of population growth and improve the health of the Maroochy River.

Water Award:  Above $5 million – Winner

Townsville City Council – Horseshoe Bay Water Recycling

The Townsville City Council’s Water Matters Alliance has set a new benchmark for the long term safe-keeping of the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park with the establishment of an innovative wastewater recycling scheme on Magnetic Island.
Water Award: Innovation and New Techniques

Wide Bay Water – Smart Metering Project

The Smart Metering Project has seen Wide Bay Water Corporation introduce a world first water metering and billing system.  Through this project WBWC has replaced 22,000 water meters with a smart metering system which can be read in a drive by mode and which provides hourly profile data for all consumers.  This technology innovation will deliver a range of drought management and water sustainability outcomes for the Corporation.

The Engineer of the Year for 2007 Award 

Graeme Wills – George Bourne & Associates

Graeme is a long standing member of qldwater’s Technical Reference Group.  He has been a valuable resource for the QWD and IPWEAQ by providing technical and common sense input and is always willing and happy to do so.

Well done to all the award recipients. 

For further information or to provide comments contact Rob Fearon (rfearon@qldwater.com.au) or Heather Gold (hgold@qldwater.com.au) on 

3252 4701.
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